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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HASTINGS of Washington).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 6, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable Doc HAS-
TINGS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

Monsignor Stephen Rossetti, St.
Luke Institute, Washington, D.C., of-
fered the following prayer:

O God, you are the Lord of Heaven
and Earth, yet You are humble and it
is Your delight to serve us, Your be-
loved children. We pray that we too
might have that same spirit of humil-
ity and a deep desire to serve.

May we be especially mindful of
those who are struggling, those who
are suffering, and those who are poor.
You have a special love for them; may
we have that same love.

We thank You for being the humble,
loving God that You are. May we be-
come more like You: loving, humble,
serving. We pray this in Your holy
name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a

vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
NEAL) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. NEAL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

DRUG POLICIES—BE HONEST AND
DIRECT

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
Wednesday, in a congressional hearing,
under oath, Michael Botticelli, the
Deputy Director of the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy, could not
answer my direct questions: What is
more dangerous, methamphetamine or
marijuana? How many people died from

marijuana last year? He complained
that people think marijuana is benign.

Well, I don’t think marijuana is be-
nign, but I can understand how people
can get confused when so-called ‘‘ex-
perts” cannot give straight answers.
Federal law says that marijuana is
more dangerous than cocaine and
methamphetamine, which everybody
knows is a lie.

Unlike marijuana, tobacco use is fall-
ing. Unlike marijuana, we don’t arrest
millions of people for using tobacco.
Tobacco use has been cut almost two-
thirds because we have been honest
about the facts.

Maybe there’s a lesson for our drug
policy officials: if you want to discour-
age marijuana use, be honest and be di-
rect.

—————

INVEST IN U.S. ACT OF 2014

(Mr. NEAL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to talk about a piece of legislation that
I have introduced to boost our econ-
omy, invest in our crumbling infra-
structure, and create jobs.

The economy is in need of a jolt, a
proverbial shot in the arm to get it
moving again. The need for this legis-
lation is clear. Our unemployment rate
is too high, the number of jobs created
too low, and income inequality has
made our recovery uneven, at best.

Eight million jobs were wiped out
during the recession. We have to get
them back. I have introduced the In-
vest in U.S. Act. My legislation will go
a long way toward helping the econ-
omy take off again.

It makes strategic investments in in-
frastructure, bond measures, wildly
successful Build America Bonds pro-
grams. It makes the R&D tax credit
permanent, and many other tax credit
initiatives.
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